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THE 83rd SPEARHEAD

20,000-Yard Advance Made Through
Ardennes as Doughs Buck SS

{Continued from page 1)
while the division followed
their wake.

The strong points of Bihain and
the two Langlirs presented a diffi-
cult problem, for they blocked the
armor’s path in getting through to
cut the Houffalize-St-Vith road
which was a ¢« must. » It became

apprarent that it was the infantry's
job to eliminate these strong points
and seécure the forest to the south
g0 the armor could advance.

Progress at the start was slow
and bitter. The Germans, knowing
the terrain well, skillfully placed
their tanks and infantry. The snow
made them easily camouflaged,
hard to reach. They covered all the
open approaches with deadly fire.
They counter-attacked viciously fo
regain lost ground. And they paid
every inch of the way for their
stubborn defense.

DOUGHS ENTER BIHAIN.

On the 10th the 1st Battalion of
the 330th Infantry, with the 774
tankers, battled their way into Bl-
hein in the western part of the di-
wision's zone and routed out the
Germans in heavy house-to-house
fighting, while in the central and
eastern sections, the 331st and
320th Infantry forged slowly ahead,
finally getting within assaulting
distance of the two Langlirs late in
the evening of January 11.

With the 329th Infantry coming
in from the east and the 331st In-
fantry from the west, the division
Jaunched a coordinated night attack
in pitch dark and a heavy snow-
gtorm to seize the two towns. The
attack followed a terrific « time on
target » artillery preparation. What
ghe artillery failed to eliminate, the
doughboys did with bayonets and
trench knives. Within an hour and-
si-half, Petite-Langlir was over-run
while the Germans around Langlir
put up a stubborn tank and infan-
try battle before giving way late
the next morning.

Turning to the south, the divi-
glon struck off through the forest
without doing more than taking a
dleep breath, At 4:30 the morning
of the 13th, Company B of the
B31st reached the southern edge
of the Bois de Ronce, with other

in

glements following closely behind."

That day armor, with doughboys of
the 330th’s second and third battal-
ions astride the tanks, .passed
through the infantry, passed on to
Mont-le-Ban and the Houffalize-St.
Vith highway while the doughboys
fought to keep the road through
the forest open.

The major mission accomplished,
the division then turned to the
task of pushing to the east
through 4,000 yards of forest be-
tween it and Bovigny and Courtil.
Hampered by the undergrowth,
the terrain and the snow, the tank-
era struggled to keep up with
the infantry as they wiped out
islands of resistance. Late in the
afternoon the 329th reached the
edge of the woods overlooking
Bovigny. At 9:30 Company B en-
tered Honvelez.

NAZIS COUNTER-ATTACK

Further attacks to seize Bovig-
ny were met with stubborn resist-
ance and counter-attacks, and
with heavy fire from tanks skill-
fully placed along the ridge around
Bovigny and Courtil. The 331st
plowed south into the St.-Pierre-
Hez to the division's boundary.

Finally on the 19th, the 329th
occupied Bovigny, later Courtil,
and went east to take Cierreux

while the 331st finished off and
held the St.-Pierre-Hez.

No history, no story, nor any
description can portray the fight
put up by the infantry in blasting
the Germans out of the Langlir
section of the Ardennes. This was
the 83rd's greatest task. Upon it
depended the cutting of the Ger-
mans’ last remaining major link
with the east and the homeland.
By sheer guts and tenacity, the
doughboys made it possible in the
shortest possible time.

ALL AIDED IN TOUGH JOB.
Credit, also, the tankers and
TD-men for their support; the

artillery for breaking up the vici-
cus counter-attacks that - threat-
ened; and the medics who labor .
in deep snow and bitter cold; nd
credit the supply men who jo ™ v-
ed their trucks over fire-sw

spaces and roads normally consia-
ered impassable. No one _ no
one unit can take er dfit. . ™
had a tough job. Eacl was mpi -
tant. Each performed ..t t e be .

The Wolf
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774™ Tankers
Aided Assault
in the Ardennes

The T74th Tank Battalion
which supported the 83rd dough-
boys in their Ardennes counter-
drive, claim to have knocked out
17 Mark IV and V tanks and
8 machine gun nests in their
3,000 yard advance.

Participating in the entire ac-
tion from 27 December to 21 Jan-
uary, the 774th tankers went
through all the bitter fighting
around Bihain, Langlir, Bovigny
and the thick forest of the Bois
de Ronce, Plastered with Ger-
man artillery and hampered by
self-propelled gunfire, the tank-4
ers had as much as they could
handle in - maneuvering their
tanks over snowdrifted fields
and icy roads to lend close su,
port to attacking doughboys.

KNOCK OUT SIX TANKS.
January 13 was the tann °
big day. Company C wor a,
with the 330th Infantry knocked
out five Mark V tap’ _ q
the doughboys chalkes up om.
That day, too, the Germans
tried a ruse which fax " Tw
krauts came fo "¢ d witn e
raised in a gest ~£ surrender.
Tank  comma.de: Tar cence
smelled a fish ud spo. . a ba-
zooka team crt ‘ing up behind
the «surrenderin, < Germans. He

let go w © ~ »aun of HE which
Jan  'in the v +f the team,
two ‘uts were sictims of
two .ara. were /ctims of
th' ¢ own ‘lery a few sec-
on  later. .

£ ther .me, on January 9,
~vhen gany C helped the

« ‘h doughboys in taking Bi-
han. "he infantry rode into
town un white painted tanks,
then proceeded to rout the

uts in bitter house-to-house
figzhting  while the tankers
sacked up the infantry with ma-
chine gun and HE fire.

WOODS CLEARED OUT

The first platoon of Company
A, working with the 329th Ia-
fantry around Petite Langlir
the next day, helped clean out
thick woods near the town and
forced two enemy tanks to with-
draw, The tankriding doughboys
of the 329th took 37 prisoners
in that one gpot. Later in the
day tankers of Company B at-
tacked with the 331st Infantry
south of Otire and bagged a
Mark IV tank.

Fighting together as a well-
coordinated team, the tankers
and doughboys repelled two ma-
jor and three minor enemy coun-
ter-attacks during the fighting
around Langlir, while the light-
tankers of the 774’s Company D
hauled trailers filled with ammo,
food, water and medical supplies
to the front line areas which the
Germans shelled heavily and
continuously for four days.

Numerous  battlefield com-
misgions and promotions have
been made to the 774th tankers
as a result of their performance
in the Ardennes,

He who fears being conquered
is sure of defeat... Napoleon.

February 8, 1948. .

FOXHOLE "I‘.FLESI

Capt. Allan B, Gillis, command-
ing Co. B, 308th Engineers, was
visiting his work parties who were
clearing roads and removing
anti-tank mine. Capt. Gillis and
the vehicle flew through the ‘=
On his daily report the capu
included a PS: « Jeep removea
one mine; and vice-versa.

% ok &
A couple of fellows in Co. I of
the 329th Infantry have = ' closer
escgpes from shrapnel tha “hey
like to recall.
Pvt. Clyde
crawling acr
under enemy a.
nearby burst liffed

D. a8Da. wWas
a Belgian field
-y fire v en a

a fr m the

ground. Unhurt hut “ken, he
found that . w., chunk of metal
had rippe’ the ,acl off his back
and riddle it 4e a ieve.

Caught 4ais fr ¢ by enemy
artillerv, Pi. Cavazos was
blor . . ~ feet into the air by

th concu. = of an exploding
. A banuslier of ammo was
n. - cut from his chest.

# & ¥

More .han 35 war correspond-
“ta ¥ .ve wvisited the 83rd Divi-
" aring December and January
to cover the Roer River and Ar-
dennes offensives. Reports from a
number of sources show the divi-
sion has been getting its full share
of credit ir the fighting over here.
E I

Tankers do many strange things
but the 774 tankers are still cackl-
ing about how one crew in Com-
pany C kept themselves well-
supplied with fresh eggs during
the 83rd’'s recent drive in the Ar-
dennes.

Near Jenneffe, Relgium, S/Sgt.
Henry J. Moore, tank commander
from Roscoe, N. ¥, ¢ liberated »
two laying hens and gave them a
home in his tank, The fowl subse-
quently saw action in Bihain, Pe-
tite Langlir and other points south
and east. From all indications,
the hens were contented in their
new home for they kept the crew
supplied with the finest of select
eggs. However, since the last en-
gagement, the hens have disap-
peared and the crew is détermined
to find a couple of « replace-

Pfe Tawr. -~ P' £ of Hancock,
Mich., 1 an caay time capturing
thr . w. g, and didn't even
n¢ d a rifle . %o it. His company,
D 7o of thh 3. 'h Infantry, was
sta. "ed - a1l (le town in Bel-
aium .. the bulge ». He stroll-

from hir _£ and noticed three
G “8 leaning against a build-
ing. .upposing them already pri-
~ners, he paid scant attention.
.. /¢ minutes later, returning, he
ras confronted by the three, two
of whom were medics. One medie
surprised Ploof by asking, in
broken English, if he and his
companions might be taken priso-
ner. Ploof obliged him, but sud-
denly realized he had left his
trusty M-1 in the CP.

® Ok ok

Supply sergeants have many
headaches, and an example is one
suffered by S/Sgt Paul Keat, a
329th Infantry asperinhound from
Long Island, N, Y. Keat was
bringing some new fatigue clothes
up to his men via jeep when an
artillery barrage forced him  to
take cover in a ditch. After it
lifted he continued on his way.
When issuing the clothing he was
appalled to receive numerous com-
plaints as to the lack of service-
ability of the trousers which had
been provided at the risk of his
jeep--and his neck. He learned
that during his sojourn in the
ditch shrapnel had perforated &
whole bundle of trousers.

¥ & %

Sgt. Kenneth May of New
Haven, Conn., had the experience
recently of getting his wardrobe
thoroughly shredded by shrapnel
although he was unhurt himself,
His outfit, H Co., 330th Infantry,
had time out during the Battle of
the Bulge and Sgt. May stripped
to the buff for an impromptu bath
and washed his clothes. Hanging
his clothes on a fence to dry, he

put on a blanket and pair of
shoes. Then in came a salvo of
Jerry mortar shells and - one It

within a foot of the clothes line.
Annoyed no end after having
labored under combat difficulties
to do his washing, only to have
his clothes perforated, the sarge
had to run around all afternoon in

ments ».

his blanket to find replacements.

Just for You...

Thinking and dreaming tonight

Looking out over the sea

The stars are shining brightly

And it's always you that I see.

I remember when times were different
When I did not have to dream

When ever I came to see you

You were always there it seemed.

Do you remember each time I kissed you?
Each time I held you tight

They are my heavenly memories

Of which I'm dreaming tonight.

Remember each time that I loved you?
And how often you said « I'll be true »
All these things I remember

And a million others too.

And I pray to God that you will cherish
And always hold on high

The fact that I love you dearly

And my love shall never die.

These are the things I am dreaming
That our love is stronger than might
I hope and pray for the future
Dreaming of you tonight.

‘ UNKNOWN.
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